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Abstract

Web design is an important foundation that may initiate positive or negative responses from viewers. The characteristics that support web design may enhance or lessen ones’ interest. This is dependent upon the patterns and intentions of web pages. Below are evaluations of websites pertaining to content, page design, multimedia, and website navigation. The evaluations are based on a checklist, which can be found in Appendix A. 
Educational Design

 
The integration of web design is increasingly apparent in today’s educational environment. Teachers may choose to communicate to a variety of individuals, such as parents, students, and potential advocates through websites. Websites may provide viewers with knowledge of upcoming events and academic goals. In addition, websites may provide parents with necessary information in the educational environment in a timely fashion. 

Team Purple views web design as an effective communication tool. The Internet allows users to navigate websites within a time frame that is suitable for their personal and professional needs. Web design is a form of communication that reflects quality and intentions that are portrayed through the use of technology (Tollett & Williams, 2006). Within this arena of interaction, one may choose to navigate websites that effectively represent information through the use of visual and audio components. Based on the application of a checklist, content, page design, multimedia, and website navigation are further examined throughout the explorations of websites.

Checklist Analysis
Team Purple included a variety of aspects to address when evaluating a classroom website. The checklist includes four main categories: page design, multimedia, content, and navigation. Although many websites may contain some of these characteristics, all aspects should be incorporated to ensure an effective site. Depending on the website evaluated, some subcategories may not apply.

In the educational setting, the main reason to have a classroom website is to communicate; therefore our first category is content. The content area should be useful and up-to-date in order to inform parents as to what their children are doing. In addition, a section related to student work in the classroom might also be useful. Interesting site interaction may continuously lure viewers in the future. Methods for student and parental interaction with the site may also encourage viewer interaction. With that said, content should be well written and surveys, forms, and questionnaires may also support the website in a positive manner.

Characteristics such as content, repetition, alignment, and contrast support the viewers with time effective exploration (Tollett & Williams, 2006). A designer may choose to use one or more of the characteristics, depending on his or her purpose. The implementation of one or more of the characteristics may effectively support a designer’s intentions. For example, an effective web design may include the necessary information available for examination within a perspective range as well as consistent repetition and spatial partitions (Tollett & Williams, 2006). On the other hand, a web design that addresses a variety of text, font sizes, color, and design themes that hinder intentions may not reflect an effective web design (Tollett & Williams, 2006).  Web design can be effective if it is illustrated with purpose and precision. 

Multimedia, such as graphics, animation, and audio used in conjunction may enhance a website. Graphics are digital representations of non-text information, such as a drawing, charts or photographs (Tollett, 2006). Graphics were the first media used to enhance the text-based Internet (Tollett, 2006). Displaying a series of still graphics in rapid sequence creates an animation, which is a graphic that has the illusion of motion. Animated graphics produce visually attractive websites as well as drawing attention to important information or links. Audio can enhance the graphics and animation included in the web page. The effective incorporation of these characteristics encompasses an efficient web page.
Navigation is another key component when evaluating a website. It is important for the pages to work properly, and for the viewer to be able to interact with them easily (Tollett & Williams, 2006). It is critical for the viewer to be able to see the page easily, therefore the menus should be readily accessible without a lot of scrolling in multiple directions (Tollett & Williams, 2006). Another important factor when looking at navigation is for all of the links to be working. It can be extremely frustrating if the links do not work and the viewer is not able to go where they need to go. It is also crucial that the website does not incorporate too many buttons and menu choices, or viewers could get confused and have difficulty locating the information they need. Overall, navigation is important because if a viewer cannot easily navigate the page, they will not be able to retrieve any of the information they need.
Website Analysis One 

The classroom website of Mrs. Renz is geared toward the fourth grade (Renz, 2010). The content of this site is up-to-date and even has a calendar on the homework page to let students know what day it is. The student and parent sections both include student work. The student work page is organized into categories and has pictures to go with it. There are no surveys or forms, but they are not really missed in this site because there is so much else to keep your attention. 
The page design is well done. The homepage has three buttons: one for students, one for parents, and one for teachers. When you click on any of those buttons, you will find pages with a wealth of information. Repetition is included in the way the three pages are designed. There are no ads and all of the text is aligned. The site is easy to read, and the text fonts are consistent colors. The author uses a variety of fonts for the headings on different pages. 

In addition, the author has included graphics as her buttons, which I think would appeal to that age group. Various buttons have animation but they do not overwhelm the site or detract from it. The author includes photographs on various pages, which add to the understanding of the information that is being conveyed. There was no audio or video.

All of the links throughout the website return to the homepage. External links were current and linked back to the original page of the external link. Although the site has a wealth of information, I thought there were too many buttons. Some of the categories could be combined to make it easier on the eyes. A site map was not included and would also help in finding information. Overall, this is a well-designed site that students, parents, and other teachers can utilize and gain access to resources and information.
Website Analysis Two

The website United Streaming provides engaging digital resources to schools and homes with the goal of making educators more effective, increasing student achievement, and connecting classrooms and families to a world of learning (Discovery, 2010). In viewing the site, United Streaming produces and distributes high-quality digital resources in easy-to-use formats in all core-curricular subject areas. 

Websites should be intentional and provide necessary information. If the purpose of the website is confusing or unclear, one may choose to look at different sites. A viewer may not always be able to find exactly what is needed on the very first page of the first website. Looking at different places and gathering information from them is what creating a great web page means. If it is difficult for one to find the necessary information and if there is contradicting information, then one may choose to explore other websites. In addition, designers should ensure that the content is up-to-date. The page design, use of photos, graphics, audio, navigation, and animation are important. 

The website United Streaming reflects such media and is one of my favorite websites to use in my classroom. This websites provides a variety of different resources that can be used in classrooms. There is a lot of educational information that can be accessed and used for student projects. All necessary links on the website are aligned and well written. The website did not use a lot of color; however, bright colors may enhance the website. The font and text is easy to read and all layouts are easily accessible. In addition, the graphics are aligned with the website and navigation tabs are accessible. The pull down menus provided pertaining to the different available topics are easily accessed as well. As educators, we should ensure that websites used in the classrooms are up-to-date and used for intended purposes.
Website Analysis Three 


Chalkboard Productions is a company that was created in order to support foreign language educators (Read, 2007). The content of this particular website includes a range of information pertaining to literacy skills. In addition, useful educational material for a variety of languages is included along with sample resources. The website is well written, but it does not contain a link relating to student work or feedback.


As far as page design, the website does include color, alignment, repetition as well as contrast. The links to other pages provide repetition as well as the layout of the pages; however, there is too much contrast, as the eyes do not flow over the page in a smooth fashion. The contrast does separate the necessary elements on the page, but the color in conjunction with the font sizes, graphics, and writing does not support an effective web design. 


The use of pictures supports the content of the website. From the viewpoint of a foreign language teacher, it is important to view samples of materials and resources that could potentially be used in the classroom. The pictures of different materials as well as short explanations do entice a potential buyer. The ability to view and download examples of the material for further exploration is also agreeable. 


Navigating throughout this website is consistent and readily accessible. The website does seem to be updated on a consistent basis and all links do seem to be properly working. The layout on the side as well as across the top allow a viewer for accessibility to the home page along with links to pages that provide material relating to different languages. Overall, this website can be beneficial to foreign language educators. 

Website Analysis Four

John Banfill has created a website for math teachers, students, and parents to utilize called AAA Math (2009). This site includes an abundance of useful educational information for students, teachers, and parents alike regarding math content. Although there are no student projects or work featured on the site, it does offer a wide-variety of resources to practice various math skills and concepts, as well as links to additional sites that provide more resources. There are no surveys or questionnaires included in the site, but there is a place to contact the creator or tell others about the site. The content is thorough and well-written with a variety of topics addressed. It is even possible to create and print reports to view student progress on particular skills. Overall, the content is well-written and provides a wide variety of math activities for students in kindergarten through eighth grade, in twenty five different topics (Banfill, 2009). 


This page seems to be well designed overall. There is good use of repetition and the fonts and colors are consistent throughout. The page is well-organized, with navigation choices aligned in good proximity to like choices. Although this site does have quite a few advertisements on it, they are not obtrusive, and do not impede navigation or design. The text is easy to read, and there is a consistent layout. This provides viewers the opportunity for easy navigation. The contrast is good overall; however there are a few menu choices that use a non-favorable contrast. It is possible that the designer did this on purpose, however, because those menu options are additional resources and links, and are not necessarily math related.


The graphics used on the site are relatively simple. They are not necessarily low quality, but appear simplistic. This may not make for the most eye-catching or entertaining site, but it does create an environment in which the content is highly stressed. There is no audio on the site itself. 


In regards to navigation, this site makes it relatively easy to navigate successfully. All of the links appear to be in working order. The site has no site map, but is clearly outlined on the home page. There is also a frequently asked questions section that provides viewers some valuable information if they are having difficulty with the site. One down-side to the navigation of this page is that there are a lot of links provided. It could be time consuming to really investigate all of the links in order to use the page to its fullest potential. However, the navigation is so well laid out that you can quickly see if there is a specific topic covered on the site. All in all, this website could be a valuable resource for teachers, students, and parents alike. 
Website Analysis Five


Another educational website is the Kids Know It Network (2010). This site provides useful educational content for students and parents. The content is up-to-date, and is updated frequently to continually provide valuable sources. All of the content is also researched thoroughly before being added to the site (Kids Know It Network, 2010). The site provides a variety of content that is well-written and kid friendly. Viewers can access content on almost any subject that is taught in school at a variety of levels. There is a place provided on the site to provide feedback, but there is not a specific survey or questionnaire to fill out.


The design of the page is colorful, bright, and kid friendly. There are some limited advertisements on the page, but they are not particularly obtrusive or distracting. There is good use of alignment and proximity throughout the site. Most of the text is easy to read, but some of it is slightly cluttered and more difficult to read. The site uses a number of features in an attempt to approve readability, but they are not all effective at doing so. The layout is consistent, but does appear slightly cluttered in places. Contrast is well-utilized and enhances the site overall. 


The photos, graphics, sound, and animation are high quality throughout the site. There is an abundance of all of these particular types of media all the way through the site as well. The webpage is greatly enhanced with the use of sound and videos with some of the menus offering words that are accompanied by a small picture that correlates with the choice, as well as a sound if you scroll your mouse over that menu option. All of the photos, graphics, and sound are appropriate and correlate directly with the content. There is even a variety of songs available that reinforce particular concepts. 


In regards to navigation of the site, all of the links consistently connect back to the homepage and appear to be in working order. There is a sitemap included on the site. The links are numerous, but they are all content oriented and provide useful resources for viewers. Overall, this site is well-designed, easily navigated, and offers a wide variety of useful content.
Website Analysis Six


Another educationally-based website is Fun Brain (Pearson Education Inc., 2010). This site offers a variety of content for students in kindergarten through eighth grade. Most of the content is up-to-date and features mostly game-based learning opportunities. There are not any included surveys or feedback tools, but there is a place to contact the creators with comments or suggestions. The content offered appeals to a variety of students at many age and ability levels. The content offered is useful for enrichment or practice opportunities mostly, and does not provide specific instruction on skills.


Regarding page design, the page appears to meet most of the criteria. There is consistent use of fonts and colors, with some white space to ease viewers' eyes from some of the brightly colored portions of the page. The one advertisement on the page does not obtrude into the rest of the page. The text choice is easy to read, and the page is well aligned according to good webpage design criteria. The site could be enhanced with the use of text features to help off-set some of the menu choices and enhance readability. However, the site is well laid out and offers consistent contrast.


The photos, graphics, sounds, and animations are high quality and enhance the webpage greatly. The majority of the media included on the site enhances student learning by incorporating some of their favorite characters into learning based games. This greatly enhances the page and increases viewer interest. All of the media is content appropriate, although some of the characters are simply there to increase interest and not necessarily enhance content. 


Navigating the site is simple and hassle-free. All of the links are in good working order and lead to the said location. All of the links for Fun Brain lead back to the homepage or the appropriate location. There is a sitemap included in the site, as well as a reasonable number of links. Although this site may not be as rich in content, it is well designed and has a high appeal to students.
The implementation of effective web design may provide an enriching academic experience for teachers, parents, and students. Web design allows for operative communication among a wide range of individuals. Teachers have the ability to shape learners and through the recognition of the characteristics of technological advancements, teachers can provide an environment that may facilitate universal educators.
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Appendix A

Classroom Website Checklist

Content

1. Website includes useful educational information for students and parents

2. The content is up-to-date

3. The website features student projects or work

4. Forms of feedback are included such as surveys, forms, or questionnaires

5. The content is well-written

Page Design

1. Fonts and colors are consistent

2. Ads are limited or are unobtrusive

3. Alignment and proximity enhance pages

4. Text is easy to read

5. Site uses text features (bullets, bold, italic) to enhance readability

6. Layout is consistent across pages

7. Contrast enhances page and is consistent

Use of Photos, Graphics, Sound, and Animation

1. Photos, graphics, sound, and animation are high quality

2. Photos, graphics, sound, and animation enhance the webpage and create interest

3. Photos, graphics, sound, and animation are appropriate examples for the content

4. Background audio is in balance with other audio

Navigation

1. All of the links within the website connect back to the homepage

2. All external links are working

3. A sitemap is included

4. Number of buttons/links are reasonable

